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Listing of Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Claims 1 (currently amended): A hollow substantially cylindrical radially 
expandable stent having proximal and distal open ends and a longitudinal axis 
extending therebetween, said stent for deployment within a human body vessel, said 
stent comprising: 

a. a plurality of hoops comprising a plurality of interconnected struts forming 
a substantially diamond shape configuration, said stent having a proximal 
end hoop and a distal end hoop, wherein said distal end hoop and said 
proximal end hoop are configured to have greater radial and longitudinal 
strength than the hoops therebetween and said proximal hoop is flared; 

b. a plurality of sinusoidal rings connecting adjacent hoops to one another, 
said sinusoidal rings being formed from a plurality of alternating struts, 
the plurality of alternating struts being substantially shorter in length than 
the plurality of interconnected struts of the plurality of hoops, wherein the 
union of each of the plurality of sinusoidal rings and each of the plurality 
of hoops is made at the apex of at least one diamond configuration of the 
plurality of hoops and the apex of at least one intersection of the plurality 
of alternating struts of the sinusoidal rings; and 

c. proximal and distal attachment devices for securing a graft member to 
the substantially cylindrical radially expandable stent, the proximal 
attachment device being positioned distal of the proximal open end of the 
stent such that the proximal end hoop of the stent is configured to be 
exposed to a body vessel, said proximal and distal attachment devices 
comprising tabs formed from the joining_of two struts and having at least 
two apertures therein . wherein the plurality of hoops, the plurality of 
sinusoidal rings and the proximal and distal attachment devices form a 
unitary structure. 
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Claim 2 (cancelled) 

Claim 3 (original): The stent according to claim 1 wherein said stent is a self- 
expanding stent. 

Claim 4 (original): The stent according to claim 3 wherein said stent is made 
from a superelastic nickel titanium alloy. 

Claim 5 (previously presented): The stent according to claim 1 , wherein at least 
one of said distal and proximal end hoops is formed so as to have a larger diameter 
than a hoop adjacent thereto. 

Claims 6-22 (cancelled) 
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